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to be held released from their oath of allegiance; he
was to banish for ever from his court Eupert Terms of
Bishop of Bamberg, and Ulric Count Of submiS8ion-
Cosheim, with his other evil advisers ; if he should
recover his kingdom, he must rule henceforward ac-
cording to the counsel of the Pope, and correct what-
ever was contrary to the ecclesiastical laws. On these
conditions the Pope condescended to grant absolution,
with the further provision that, in case of any prevari-
cation on the part of the King on any of these articles,
the absolution was null and void, and in that case the
princes of the empire were released from all their
oaths, and might immediately proceed to the election
of another king.

The oath of Henry was demanded to these condi-
tions, to his appearance before the tribunal of the
Pope, and to the safe-conduct of the Pope if he should
be pleased to cross the Alps. But the King's oath was
not deemed sufficient; who would be his compurgators ?
The Abbot of Clugny declined, as taking such oath
was inconsistent with his monastic vows. At length
the Archbishop of Bremen, the Bishops of Yercelli,
Osnaburg, and Zeitz, the Marquis Azzo, and others of
the princes present, ventured to swear on the holy
reliques to the King's faithful fulfilment of all these
hard conditions.

But even yet the unforgiving Hildebrand had not
forced the King to drink the dregs of humiliation. He
had degraded Henry before men, he would degrade
him in the presence of God; he had exalted himseli
to the summit of earthly power, he would appeal to
Heaven to ratify and to sanction this assumption of
unapproachable superiority.

After the absolution had been granted in due form,
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